Faversham 

Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
year  1900. 


I beg  to  submit  to  the  Authority  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  general  health  and 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Faversham  during  the  year  1909. 

STATISTICS  OF  BIRTHS  AND 
DEATHS. 

In  calculating  the  death  rate  and  the 
birth  rate  per  1,000,  I have  only  a vague 
estimate  as  to  the  actual  population  of 
the  Borough  at  the  present  time,  as  it  is 
well-known  that  there  have  been  numer- 
ous removals  during  the  last  three  years. 
I have  tried  not  to  overestimate  the 
number,  but  my  figures  must  be  taken  as 
only  approximate  guesses.  We  must  wait 
till  next  year’s  census  lief  ore  getting  any- 
thing of  a really  reliable  nature. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  dur- 
ing the  year  was  235,  viz.,  Females  170; 
Males  165.  Of  these  17  were  in  the  par- 
ish of  Preston  Within.  This  gives  a rate 
of  19.3  per  1,000.  In  the  previous  year 
there  were  252  Births  with  a rate  of  20.8 
per  1,000.  The  average  number  for  the 
last  ten  years  was  284,  with  a rate  of 
24.5  per  1,000,  so  that  we  have  fallen 
behind  considerably  unless  this  year’s 
calculations  are  made  on  an  overestimat- 
ed Borough  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  oc- 
curring in  the  Borough  during  1909  was 
113,  much  below  the  average,  even  though 
it  is  a slight  increase  on  the  number  in 
the  year  previous,  which  was  106.  For 
the  last  ten  years  the  average  number  is 
143,  with  a death  rate  of  12.3.  For  the 
last  year  our  rate  works  out  at  9.2  per 
1,000. 

But  to  get  a correct  death  rate  certain 
alterations  have  to  be  made.  We  must 
add  the  number  of  deaths  of  Faversham 
people  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  which  ’s 
outside  the  district.  These  are  17  in 
number  and  we  must  deduct  4 deatlrs 
which  occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital 
of  patients  who  were  not  residents  of  the 
Borough.  These  changes  result  in  a totai 
of  126  deaths,  making  a death  rate  of  10.3 
per  1,000  of  estimated  population.  The 
average  figures  for  the  last  ten  years 
have  been  152  deaths,  with  a rate  of  13.1. 
In  1908  the  deaths  were  116,  with  a rate 
of  9.5,  the  lowest  on  record;  but  our  pre- 
sent figures  are  seen  to  be  considerably 
below  the  average. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  again  shows  a decrease,  not  only 
on  the  average,  but  also  on  1908,  which 
was  very  low.  In  1909  there  were  only  18 
deaths  of  children  under  1 year,  with  a 
rate  of  76.5  per  1,000  births  registered. 
In  1908  there  were  21  deaths  with  a rate 
of  83.3;  in  the  last  10  years  the  average 
number  has  been  36,  whh  a rate  of  124.0 
The  absence  of  any  large  amount  of  hot 
weather  during  the  past  summer  has  pre- 
vented any  prevalence  of  diarrhceal  dis- 
eases, which  are  such  a great  factor  in 
increasing  infantile  mortality.  In  1909 
there  were  only  3 deaths  from  such  com- 
plaints; in  1908  there  were  7.  One  death 
occurred  from  measles  and  3 from  bron- 
chitis in  infants;  these  are  the  only 
causes  that  need  special  mention. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


As  the  total  number  of  deaths  is  very 
little  different  from  the  previous  year,  so 
there  are  only  small  variations  in  the 
numbers  due  to  each  separate  disease. 
In  1909  there  were  13  deaths  due  to 


Zymotic  diseases ; in  1908  there 
The  actual  causes  were  ; — 

1909. 

were  12. 

1908. 

Measles 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

0 

Influenza 

4 

1 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

4 

8 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

None  of  these  deaths 

occurred 

in  the 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Kennaways. 

Among  other  causes  of  death  we  note 
an  increase  in  heart  diseases  from  9 to  12 
cases,  also  in  Respiratory  diseases  from 
14  to  16  deaths.  Cancerous  diseases  re- 
main exactly  the  same,  while  Consump- 
tion and  Tubercular  diseases  shew  a de- 
crease from  9 to  7 deaths. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of 
cases  notified  shewed  a considerable  in- 
crease from  90  cases  to  131.  This  was  en- 
tirely accounted  for  by  an  increase  of 
Scarlet  Fever  cases,  as  all  other  diseases 
shewed  a clear  decrease.  In  spite  of  the 
large  number  of  cases  not  a single  death 
resulted.  Of  these  cases  6 were  notified 
from  the  parish  of  Preston  Within;  the 
rest  were  from  Faversham  Within. 

The  number  of  removals  to  Hospital 
was  82  (4  being  from  Preston),  as  against 
58  in  the  year  1908. 

Notified.  Removed. 


Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 


1909 

1908 

1909 

1908 

30 

40 

7 

27 

8 

13 

0 

0 

91 

32 

74 

28 

2 

5 

1 

3 

More  cases  of  Diphtheria  would  have 
been  isolated  if  the  Hospital  had  not  been 
entirely  occupied  by  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
for  some  period  ; one  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  removed  to  the  Beacon  Hill  Hospital 
at  that  time. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  spread 
over  some  considerable  period  and  ap- 
peared to  be  kept  going  by  actual  con- 
tact from  mild  unrecognised  cases.  The 
very  mildness  of  the  cases  was  in  favour 
of  this,  as  more  than  one  case  was  discov- 
ered to  have  been  overlooked  by  the 
parents  and  not  isolated  until  it  was  in 
the  stage  of  peeling  and  had  been  spread- 
ing infection  for  some  time. 

The  last  two  months  of  the  year  were 
marked  by  an  epidemic  of  measles.  It 
is  some  years  since  this  has  occurred,  and 
a large  population  of  young  children  who 
had  never  had  this  complaint  had  accu- 
mulated. The  disease  was  introduced 
into  one  of  the  schools  by  an  affected 
family  just  moved  into  the  town  and  im- 
mediately spread  rapidly,  till  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  all  the  Infant 
Schools  in  the  Borough.  That  and  the 
Christmas  holidays  seem  to  have  stamp- 
ed it  out.  The  type  of  disease  was  a mild 
oine  and  only  two  deaths  resulted.  It 
cannot  be  too  often  pointed  out  that, 
though  it  is  a very  infectious  disease  and 
few  children  escape  it,  yet  it  is  a great  ad- 
vantage if  a child  can  be  guarded  from  it 
during  the  first  few  years  of  life.  In  in- 
fants and  young  children  measles  is  a 
very  serious  disease  and  more  likely  to  be 
fatal  than  a good  many  other  complaints 
which  are  commonly  dreaded  more. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Luddenham 
is  in  the  hands  of  a caretaker  and  ready 


•- 


for  use,  although  fortunately  it  has  not 
been  required  during  the  past  year.  While 
writing  this  report  I find  there  were  12 
cases  notified  last  week  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  so  that  one  cannot  say 
that  we  are  absolutely  unlikely  to  need  it. 
The  painting  and  repairs  to  the  roof  that 
I referred  to  in  my  report  have  not  as  yet 
been  done. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  Water  Supply  of  the  Bor- 
ough is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the 
chalk  above  the  town  and  outside  the 
Borough  Boundary.  It  is  of  a satisfact- 
ory nature  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
which  has  been  proved  by  results  of  an- 
alysis of  samples  during  the  year.  Vari- 
ous samples  of  water  from  public  and  pr;- 
vate  wells  have  been  sent  for  analysis,  in 
cases  of  premises  where  infectious  di- 
seases have  occurred  or  in  answer  to  com- 
plaints as  to  quality.  Two  of  these  gave 
results  indicating  sewage  contamination; 
in  these  cases  the  wells  were  closed  and 
the  public  supply  laid  on. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year.  They  are  4 in  number,  3 being  on 
licensed  premises.  They  have  been  kept 
in  good  condition  and  free  from  over- 
crowding as  far  as  could  be  observed  at 
times  of  inspection.  A few  minor  defects 
were  pointed  out  and  remedied. 

MILK  AND  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  &c. 

Several  samples  of  milk  have  been  an- 
alysed during  the  year.  One  was  of  poor 
quality  and  the  vendor  was  cautioned. 
All  milk  sellers  are  registered  and  regu- 
larly inspected  as  to  suitability  of  stor- 
age, cleanliness,  &c.  Also  the  dairies  and 
cowsheds  have  been  visited  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  byelaws, 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses 
have  been  visited  also  and  supervised  as 
to  cleanliness  and  disposal  of  refuse.  In 
Slaughterhouses  some  of  the  men  are  diffi- 
cult to  impress  with  the  need  of  these  con- 
ditions, but  continual  watchfulness  is 
making  a gradual  improvement.  There  is 
one  underground  bakehouse  in  the  Bor- 
ough, which  is  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 
Under  this  Act  the  following  inspec- 
tions have  been  made  during  the  year 

Written 

Inspec-  Noti-  Prose- 
tions.  ces.  cations. 

Factories  29  3 — 

Workshops  255  7 — 

Workplaces  11  — — • 

The  total  number  of  premises  liable  to 
inspection  is  137.  Of  these  126  may  be 
classed  as  workshops. 

The  occupations  comprised  are 
Dressmaking  Cabinet-making 

Millinery  Umbrella-making 

Tailoring  Boot-making 

Basket-making  Harness-making 

Bakehouses  Laundries 

Breweries  Printers 

Wheelwrights,  etc.,  etc. 

Also  two  offensive  trades,  viz.,  one  tal- 
low chandler  and  one  fellmonger. 

There  is  one  underground  bakehouse. 
The  number  of  defects  found  was  10; 
all  of  which  have  been  remedied,  with  no 
prosecutions. 

One  matter  was  notified  "by  H.M.  In- 
spector and  remedied  and  report  sent  to 
him. 


Three  cases  of  failure  to  affix  abstract 
have  been  attended  to  locally  on  verbal 
request  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


OUT-WORK. 

During  the  year  46  lists  of  outworkers 
have  been  sent  in,  which  is  an  improve- 
ment on  last  year.  This  has  only  been 
obtained  in  response  to  notice  sent  in  by 
Sanitary  Inspector,  otherwise  there  is  al- 
ways great  difficulty  in  getting  employers 
to  send  them  in  spontaneously  as  required 
by  law.  To  obtain  these  46  lists  the  San- 
itary Inspector  has  had  to  send  out  36 
notices. 

No  notices  as  to  Outworkers  have  been 
received  from  or  sent  to  other  authorities. 
Forty-seven  inspections  of  outworkers’ 
premises  have  been  made;  it  is  important 
to  keep  in  touch  with  these  in  case  of  any 
infectious  disease  appearing. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL- 
CHILDREN. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  regular- 
ly throughout  the  year  by  myself  as 
School  Doctor,  under  the  Education  Com- 
mittee. During  this  year  every  child  en- 
tering or  leaving  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  Borough  has  been  Medical- 
ly examined  and  schedules  and  cards  fill- 
ed in  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Act.  This  resulted  in  a larger  number 
being  examined  than  in  1908.  The  total 
number  examined  in  1909  was  538,  in  1905 
it  was  431 ; these  were  distributed  among 
three  schools. 

In  all  cases  of  defects  these  were  noti- 
fied to  the  parents  either  personally  or 
by  writing  and  efforts  made  to  induce 
them  to  co-operate  in  remedying  them. 
The  majority  of  the  parents  were  present 
at  the  examination  and  many  are  interest- 
ed and  glad  of  its  advantages,  while  many 
I regret  to  say  are  indifferent. 

Fuller  details  and  statistics  of  this 
work  will  be  found  in  my  report  to  the 
Education  Committee. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  new 
system  of  Sewage  disposal  has  been  act- 
ively carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and 
I am  glad  to  say  that  matters  are  almost 
ready  for  commencing  natural  work.  The 
negotiations  for  purchase  of  land  and  the 
numerous  plans  required  to  be  drawn  up 
have  naturally  entailed  a lot  of  labour  and 
time  during  the  past  year.  Of  course, 
while  no  new  sewers  have  been  laid,  all 
defects,  leakages  or  blockings  in  the  pre- 
sent sewers  have  been  attended  to  and 
remedied. 

VARIOUS. 

All  nuisances  have  been  regularly  at- 
tended to  and  have  been  removed  or  rem- 
edied without  recourse  to  prosecutions. 
In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  disinfec- 
tion has  been  carried  out  after  remoyal 
or  recovery  of  the  patient ; all  inquiries 
have  been  made  as  to  the  source  of  the 
cases  and  instructions  given  as  to  isola- 
tion and  cessation  of  school  attendance 
or  any  measures  needful  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease. 

A great  deal  of  this  work  is  referred  to 
in  fuller  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

Inspections  made  by  Medical  Officer  of 


Health  : — 

Factories  and  Workshops  63 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  27 
Slaughterhouses  15 

Common  Lodging  Houses  12 

Stables,  Mews,  etc.  10 

Miscellaneous  29 


156 

The  various  tables  appended  give  ful- 
ler statistics  in  many  respects. 

CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D. 
February,  1910. 


